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iFebruary Large-Area TFT LCD Shipments Grew to 29.5 Million Units and
Revenues to $2.96 Billion; Samsung Led Market in Units and Revenues and
HannStar in Mini-Note Panel Shipments

AUSTIN, TEXAS, March 19, 2009—February 2009 shipments of large-area TFT LCD panels
reached 29.5 million units, showing strong M/M growth of 23%, according to the DisplaySearch
Monthly TFT LCD Shipment Database. Specifically, large-area TFT LCD revenues reached $2.96
billion, up 14% M/M. For both unit shipments and revenues February was the first positive
monthly growth since September 2008. February’s results were mainly due to increasing rush
orders, as well as inventory refill from clients, but they could also be an indication that the TFT
LCD industry is at, or near, the bottom of the cycle.

DisplaySearch’s research found that LCD monitor panels had the highest M/M growth at 37%,
followed by notebook PC at 21% and TV at 11%. However, shipments are still lower than in
February last year, and the Y/Y decline is in the double digits. Table 1 shows monthly shipments
by application.

Table 1: Monthly Large-Area TFT LCD Panel Shipments by Application (Millions)

M/M Y/Y

Feb 08 Jan 09 Feb 09 Growth Growth
Notebook PC 10.3 7.1 8.6 21% -17%
Monitor 16.1 9.1 12.4 37% -23%
TV 8.1 6.9 7.7 11% -6%
Other 1.0 0.8 0.8 - -20%
L/A Total 35.5 24.7 29.5 23% -17%

Source: DisplaySearch March 2009 Monthly TFT LCD Shipment Database

In terms of revenues, Samsung was the leader in large-area TFT LCD, with 30.2% market share,
followed by LG Display at 26.8%. On a shipment basis, Samsung also led with 26.7% market
share, followed closely by LG Display at 26.4%. Both shares are the highest level for the leading
suppliers in four years.

In the notebook segment, LG Display led with 32.2% unit share, followed by Samsung at 29.9%
and AUO at 15.9%. Samsung led in the monitor application with 27% unit share, followed by LG
Display at 23.2% and CMO at 16.4%. LG Display also led in the TV application with 26.8% unit
share, followed by Samsung at 25.2% and CMO at 17.9%.

In addition to large-area TFT LCDs, the DisplaySearch Monthly TFET LCD Shipment Database tracks
5.0” to 10.2” mini-note panel shipments. Mini-note PC panel shipments were 1.5 million in
February 2009, a 69% M/M increase from 900,000 in January. HannStar was the leader in mini-
note panel shipments in February.

DisplaySearch now reports shipment data by size and by suppliers on a monthly basis in the
Premium Version of the Monthly TFT LCD Shipment Database, so it is possible to track area
shipment by supplier. In terms of area share, the top five panel suppliers in February 2009 were
Samsung with 28.8%, LG Display with 27.2%, CMO with 14.5%, AUO with 13.4% and Sharp with
6.4%. Meanwhile, 16:9 aspect ratio notebook and LCD monitor panels accounted for 18% and
26%, respectively, of the total notebook and monitor panels shipped in February 2009.

According to David Hsieh, Vice President of DisplaySearch, “The February results are encouraging
for panel makers as they reflect a rebound in demand. All TFT LCD manufacturers have suffered
from declining shipments every month for the past half-year. We believe rush orders and
inventory refill from downstream contributed to the surge in panel shipments.”

Mr. Hsieh added, “We previously noted that January 2009 could be the bottom of this cycle, and
we believe March will show double-digit growth over February, as all panel makers are increasing
capacity utilization. The key challenge for panel makers is to evaluate the supply-demand balance,
which will be determined by the amount of production increase and by whether the growth in
demand is sustained in Q2’09.”

For information on the DisplaySearch Monthly TET LCD Shipment Database, contact Carl Holec at
+1.512.687.1505 or info@displaysearch.com or contact your regional DisplaySearch office in
China, Europe, Japan, Korea or Taiwan.
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DisplaySearch, an NPD Group Company, has a core team of 59 employees, located in Europe,
North America and Asia, who produce a valued suite of FPD-related market forecasts, technology
assessments, surveys, studies and analyses. Visit the DisplaySearch blog to read about how our
top analysts are interpreting up-to-the-minute issues that impact the display industry, and join us
in this discussion about technology and the flat panel industry. The company also organizes
influential events worldwide. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, DisplaySearch has regional
operations in Chicago, Houston, Kyoto, London, San Diego, San Jose, Seoul, Shenzhen, Taipei and
Tokyo, and the company is on the web at http://www.displaysearch.com/.

About The NPD Group, Inc.

The NPD Group is the leading provider of reliable and comprehensive consumer and retail
information for a wide range of industries. Today, more than 1,600 manufacturers, retailers and
service companies rely on NPD to help them drive critical business decisions at the global, national
and local market levels. NPD helps our clients to identify new business opportunities and guide
product development, marketing, sales, merchandising and other functions. Information is
available for the following industry sectors: automotive, beauty, commercial technology, consumer
technology, entertainment, fashion, food and beverage, foodservice, home, office supplies,
software, sports, toys and wireless. For more information, visit http://www.npd.com/.

Contact

To contact DisplaySearch, call 1.888.436.7673 or 1.516.625.2452 or email
contact@displaysearch.com
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